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The Best Sunscreen Gel Formulas Pair
Protection With an Invisible Feel
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For those hoping for the most elegance from their face sunscreen—such as an invisible
finish, featherlight feel, and quick absorption—the best gel sunscreens deliver all of these
(among other advantages) with ease. While past iterations of sunscreen had a reputation
for their telltale white cast and greasy feel, the latest formulations skirt those concerns by

design.

Vogue's Favorite Sunscreen Gels:

o Best Water-Resistant: Allies of Skin The One Invisible Sunscreen Gel SPFE 50,
$45

o Best for Face: Sun Bum Daily Sunscreen Gel SPF 50, $22

« Best for Body: Dune The Bod Guard Invisible Gel Sunscreen SPFE 30, $20

o Best Hydrating: Isntree Hyaluronic Acid Daily Sun Gel SPF 30, $20

o Best Finish: Bask Daily Invisible Gel Sunscreen SPF 40, $28

o Best Scent: Vacation Orange Gelée Sunscreen Gel SPF 30, $23

o Best Anti-Aging: Coola Refreshing Water Plumping Gel Serum SPFE 30, $48

o Best Drugstore: Neutrogena Hydro Boost Water Gel Lotion SPF 50, $18

* Best Overall: Supergoop! Unseen Sunscreen SPF 50, $22

In this article:

 What to look for in a gel sunscreen

« How does gel sunscreen work?
o Is gel sunscreen better?
o Is gel sunscreen as effective as cream/spray?

+ What are the benefits of a gel sunscreen?

o Meet the Experts

The World of Vogue
el at Your Fingertips
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GET THE APP

Largely powered by chemical filters, most gel sunscreens are "of a light texture,
hydrating, typically non-comedogenic, and easy to layer," says Y. Claire Chang, MD, a
board-certified dermatologist in New York, NY, which, she notes, makes them ideal for
hot and humid climates—as well as for those with acne-prone or oily skin. She
recommends seeking out formulas that also offer broad-spectrum protection, water-

resistance, and a SPF level of 30 or higher.

While they’re intended to be crowd-pleasers, the best gel sunscreen for you may
ultimately come down to your personal preferences and needs. With that, consider these

nine formulas worth adding to your skin-care routine.

Best Water-Resistant: Allies of Skin The One Invisible
Sunscreen Gel SPF 50



https://apps.apple.com/app/apple-store/id289380413?pt=45076&ct=VOG_SITE_IN_CONTENT_PROSPECTS&mt=8
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ALLIES OF SKIN
The One Invisible Sunscreen Gel SPF 50

$45
AMAZON

$45
REVOLVE

$45
ALLIES OF SKIN
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* Why We Love It: This formula is truly clear and packed with antioxidants, which
puts this among the go-to sunscreen gels for San Diego, CA-based board-certified

dermatologist Melanie Palm, MD. Furthermore, “vitamin C and green tea help

combat free radicals that can prematurely age the skin,” she says. It also has an
aloe-based ingredient that creates an invisible shield over skin, allowing for long-
lasting wear with a weightless feel, and is water-resistant for up to 80 minutes.

 Type: Chemical (Avobenzone 2%, homosalate 7%, Octocrylene 10%, octisalate
5%)

« SPF Level: 50

 Broad-Spectrum: Yes

 Key Ingredients: Vitamin C, green tea extract, red raspberry seed oil

« Size: 1.7 fl. oz.

Love It Leave It

Doubles as a primer Small size

Rated PA++++, highest UVA protection

Best for Face: Sun Bum Daily Sunscreen Gel SPF 50



https://artofskinmd.com/

SUN BUM
Daily Sunsreen Gel SPF 50

$22 817
AMAZON

Why We Love It: This fragrance-free sunscreen offers the best of both worlds,
supplying hydration with vitamin E but leaving skin with a matte finish. Plus, “it
also contains antioxidants, including vitamin E, to help protect the skin from
oxidative damage,” says Dr. Palm. And fortunately, it's also non-comedogenic.
Type: Chemical (Avobenzone 3%, homosalate 9%, octisalate 5%, octocrylene
10%)

SPF Level: 50

Broad-Spectrum: Yes

Key Ingredients: Vitamin E, vitamin C, jojoba seed oil

Size: 1.7 fl. oz.
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Love It Leave It

Leaves a matte finish Some might not like the texture of silicone

Offers long-lasting hydration

Best for Body: Dune The Bod Guard Invisible Gel
Sunscreen SPF 30




DUNE
The Bod Guard Invisible Gel Sunscreen SPF 30

$26 $20
AMAZON

$25
NORDSTROM

$25
BLUEMERCURY

» Why We Love It: A nourishing body lotion often receives priority over head-to-toe

body sunscreen. You don’t have to choose between the two with this formulation:
The whipped gel-cream is infused with botanical extracts and vitamin E to hydrate
skin for up to 72 hours. It won't pill once applied (and dried) and doesn’t impart a
white cast, even on those with deep skin tones—setting an entirely new standard
for a full-body, broad-spectrum sunscreen.

 Type: Chemical (Avobenzone 2.0%, homosalate 5.5%, octisalate 4.5%,
octocrylene 4.0%)

 SPF Level: 30

 Broad-Spectrum: Yes

* Key Ingredients: Hibiscus extract, neem leaf extract, vitamin E

e Size: 8.4 fl. oz.

Love It Leave It

Doesn’t pill on skin or leave a residue Takes time to absorb on wet skin

Generous bottle size

Best Hydrating: Isntree Hyaluronic Acid Daily Sun Gel
SPF 30



https://cna.st/p/4BfJvaXoLe6BJTvQ86TZGMRwFEmPryNHgJPm5DKvrdJpVVAc3nBcCJXgUgavE2d8TZLBRkzRRqxcSmTZGUM3JVwARBQtJH2mwBJDeXvm6ZqbVocuALe4vRG3ZAWJc8mHURC52UzudELz8ZQi3BobxojLtAufYL3SaXm1DUbupiPQL3JJoCQUdsHpT5hZb5uTjYozNCm7jjPxdJncL3yzE5S2zgAi7cEbasyJQWHbQwU7RVmrV66yF5umKL6e2LpTKEwRUditU4G8ZTgyRkGuhUyHVMQ?xid=fr1748471891421icj
https://cna.st/p/XtSR1GXKWeHnepWZ5dzUiusyckrreVmSYy2x5R7Xu6gnckMJLev2L126sMXJzoekvkFT6drmEYxEHetqzdvc9gqRLNnH8u7qeK8gdsnqxQR3mdQdzWTUdFA2Um47m8VxC6saps5kFzq4gLfqCbkTSpURBcy4Lrm9LGxyivhtKrguHJZdNReQhQjFGPjPsGXjdqp4c7kuTRFsH5TLazTJ4UMsD35jew4Dpc7NYp1ChU9RbQSBSxbUtWTkXyuDVEUCaD6WDdepXqMVdiyzwgi3ezrwcd4zeMRMVnqU?xid=fr1748471891421aaf
https://cna.st/p/3f9WuwYQpUGdHEkH3yDwKYLW8U5nvuJJyhTCbDkhZ6Ftdob4fR26TEmQAUDK35gGXGp9uxgTxzzgbdFxV22MAuKEktfaHQwhPsa5iMzugRkYmkU2Tffw2ANSciJvaHFKzTHc8hgktCcZHs95yKvRErR2gskziZmwoxQ4jCZyaTDMJ9HNEyXnMByBSb8yzgfZDgBgY9241iTpMTU9eXBNbLh4ogYahzUyzZZKt8y8Kpg1qx3Xoy9S4vUtSbg9c?xid=fr1748471891421eid
https://www.vogue.com/article/best-body-lotions-for-healthier-skin
https://www.vogue.com/article/best-body-sunscreen

ISNTREE
Hyaluronic Acid Daily Sun Gel SPF 30

$20 815
AMAZON

$20
SOKO GLAM

$20
YESSTYLE
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* Why We Love It: For an especially moisturizing option for dry skin types, Dr.
Chang points to this Korean sunscreen, which is “packed with 10 types of
hyaluronic acid as well as niacinamide to protect and hydrate the skin at the same
time,” she says. That makes it ideal for those prone to dryness and redness alike.
Moreover, it's non-greasy, and the inclusion of ectoin—which creates an invisible
barrier of sorts over skin to protect it from external aggressors.

o Type: Chemical (Avobenzone 2.7%, homosalate 9%, octisalate 4.5%)

e SPF Level: 30

 Broad-Spectrum: Yes

* Key Ingredients: Hyaluronic acid, ectoin, niacinamide

o Size: 1.7 fl. oz.

Love It Leave It

Layers nicely beneath makeup May leave a subftle white cast

Imparts a matte finish

Best Finish: Bask Daily Invisible Gel Sunscreen SPF 40



https://www.vogue.com/article/best-korean-sunscreen

BASK
Daily Invisible Gel Sunscreen SPF 40

$28
NORDSTROM

Why We Love It: Those who appreciate the preternaturally smooth finish of a

primer may want to reach for this formula, which creates a seamless canvas for

makeup. Squalane, the stable form of a lipid naturally found in the skin barrier, is
one of just nine ingredients (not including the chemical sunscreen filters) included
to keep skin hydrated. The fragrance-free, hypoallergenic formula also has a
satisfying slip that makes it a dream to smooth on, and it’s water-resistant for up to
80 minutes—making it suitable for daily wear and beach days alike.

Type: Chemical (Avobenzone 3%, homosalate 10%, octisalate 5%, octocrylene
5%)

SPF Level: 40

Broad-Spectrum: Yes

Key Ingredients: Squalane, vitamin E, coconut oil


https://cna.st/p/6AeCGcpfTzQfze8fUYyvTH1wJSUGWWuzVW1dzE9niA5hhTACp4tqLxKMrGsuHbciSXVBGSxnaP9dThTEutzEU88DEfmF534AKdoctVnGp5X9umRfhQr5cq4BDEeRz5fuhMJAw3PUZNgH15ZyBWYLH4vMsLdqLZRrG5eBVKGjSyTHw5gZDLvmckGj1ufgTuFgLmJPewUNXvT1UJe8YgbUtfm1wn6DcKPGVCjW4Exbnnshr7S9sJeH6dHhsFSW5dy6LjL5weGDsu987QexRBgDVQaWCYAY4GodWLSZ9RHLVKc2sY?xid=fr1748471891421dje
https://www.vogue.com/article/best-primer-for-mature-skin

e Size: 1.7 fl. oz.

Love It Leave It
Hypoallergenic formula is unlikely to cause Tube opening makes it hard o dispense a
reactions small amount of product

Brimming with nourishing ingredients

Best Scent: Vacation Orange Gelée Sunscreen Gel SPF 30




Orange Gelée Sunscreen Gel SPF 30

$23
NORDSTROM

$23
BLUEMERCURY

Why We Love It: When Vacation reimagined the classic Orange Gelée sunscreen
—which debuted in the 1920s and finally met its demise in 2019—it sold out in a
matter of days. The formula looks and smells like the original, with a bergamot-
spiked scent and orange tint, but it's decidedly modern: It now features jojoba,
sesame, and sweet almond oils as well as vitamin E and broad-spectrum SPF 30
protection.

Type: Chemical

Key Ingredients: Shea butter, vitamin E, jojoba oil

Size: 3.12 oz.

Type: Chemical (Avobenzone 2.9%, homosalate 6.9%, octisalate 4.9%,
octocrylene 9.5%)

SPF Level: 30

Broad-Spectrum: Yes

Key Ingredients: Shea butter, vitamin E, jojoba oil

Size: 3.12 oz.

Love It Leave It

Has a delicious scent Some may not like the oily feel, although it

sinks in
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Love It Leave It

Balm-to-oil texture melts into skin

Best Anti-Aging: Coola Refreshing Water Plumping Gel
Serum SPF 30

COOLA
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Refreshing Water Plumping Gel Serum SPF 30

$48
NORDSTROM

* Why We Love It: The newest addition to Coola's Refreshing Water collection—
which, as the name implies, features formulas intended to feel like nothing—this
weightless formulation is as much of a serum as it is a sunscreen. It hydrates with a
blend of hyaluronic acid and organic aloe and coconut waters, while a marine
extract actively smoothes wrinkles and fine lines, leaving skin firm and supple.

* Type: Chemical (Avobenzone 3.0%, homosalate 6.0%, octisalate 5.0%,
octocrylene 7.0%)

 SPF Level: 30

 Broad-Spectrum: Yes

* Key Ingredients: Hyaluronic acid, coconut water, aloe vera

e Size: 1 fl. oz.

Love It Leave It

Leaves a radiant finish Bottle cap is prone to breakage

Best Drugstore: Neutrogena Hydro Boost Water Gel
Lotion SPF 50



https://cna.st/p/iqZ9y5iK3WikqEupNdNoyjojCGx2MUUo4VGRWyrMm2KTqyYxTYrfMjkP8cKrdAYbetyM8xxtjZJk8b6WM1VjXaEzTQugfY6ML7NdV5LTjcguFdXjg9X7xcbsbjBMdNhhCXLpdDKJhWNy6D2vDyAohTcXAoBfGNkbzfdzpRjDR7kPQWiTStM31D72ofKtRFLNmceJUfywUuCKjKcQ9yCq5juD7owEeGV59HsPbDC2fv7HJVR54LJXdVM85ynqx6kToqt17rv9XeH8wXaDYq83PC31G?xid=fr1748471891421fgb

NEUTROGENA

Hydro Boost Water Gel Lotion Sunscreen 50

$H7 811
AMAZON

Why We Love It: Neutrogena is a mainstay for accessible sunscreen formulas that
are also pleasant to use, and this formula is no exception. It “provides broad-
spectrum SPF 50 coverage and is water-resistant, oil-free, non-comedogenic, and
hypoallergenic,” says Dr. Chang, who also recommends it to patients for its
smooth application and fast absorption. It also contains glycerin and vitamin E for
a burst of hydration.

Type: Chemical (Avobenzone 3%, homosalate 15.0%, octisalate 5.0%,
octocrylene 10.0%)

SPF Level: 50

Broad-Spectrum: Yes

Key Ingredients: Hyaluronic acid, coconut water, aloe vera


https://cna.st/p/6exhfamEeE8bkUx6grXovz3zLQ37NF2ccYg4dG8Rgm8YWh1mCvN4CUcqobvfPCss3PJ6kaPfQXnRzkBDwqpCn91ZAYeh1jZtsWVeHkJDM4xAi3dzk9UVk8pF65vH6QynRPECQzyhrN7S6QrGjmunpkrc3FA5ZrDwDNQ6c9R2SYQHoGXYHB7c5LPFHcuTCXUv4ZKGGBrw9dZ14JrQqjnvCtj9mnXx13LB2YBwsB62st2EfimKRnwyUqHcB9d5X2uvLktGxKUGp4aMkcBgc1zE6FSniq7BwPdTeqFhuh2s1BDgAonbBKKoos7Qe8m5G?xid=fr1748471891421gic

e Size: 1 fl. oz.

Love It Leave It

Has a slightly cooling sensation Prone tfo pilling

Best Overall: Supergoop! Unseen Sunscreen SPF 50




SUPERGOOP!

Unseen Sunscreen SPF 50

$22
AMAZON

* Why We Love It: Beloved by dermatologists and editors alike, the Supergoop!
Unseen Sunscreen is true to its name, proving nearly imperceptible on skin. “This
sunscreen offers lightweight, invisible protection without a white cast for those

who don’t like the feeling of heavier sunscreens,” says Annie Chiu, MD, a board-

certified dermatologist in Newport Beach, CA. It doubles as a makeup primer, and
its oil-free formulation makes it a good option for most skin types, including those

who are oil- or acne-prone.

Type: Chemical (3% avobenzone, 8% homosalate, 5% octisalate, 4% octocrylene)
SPF Level: 50
Broad-Spectrum: Yes

Key Ingredients: Meadowfoam seed oil, bisabolol, licorice root
Size: 1.7 fl. oz.

Love It Leave It

Won't clog pores Some might not like the silicone texture

Doubles as a makeup primer

What to look for in a gel sunscreen v

How does gel sunscreen work? v


https://cna.?xid=fr1748471891421fbh
https://www.thederminstitute.com/

Are gel sunscreens better?

Is gel sunscreen as effective as cream/spray?

What are the benefits of a gel sunscreen?

Meet the Experts

Discover More Beauty Recommendations From Vogue
Shopping

o 14 Best LED Face Masks, According to Dermatologists and Vogue Editors

¢ The Best Korean Skin Care Products of 2024 Loved By K-Beauty Experts

¢ The Best A-Home Laser Hair Removal Devices, According to Experts

11 Best Hair Growth Serums for Long, Strong Hair

¢ From NuFace to Currentbody, the Best Beauty Tools Deliver a Glowing, Sculpted

Appearance

¢ 13 Best Moisturizers With SPF That Effortlessly Combine Hydration With Sun

Protection

o The Tried-And-True Skin-Care Products Vogue Editors Swear By

¢ The Best Wrinkle Creams That Actually Work, According to Skin Care Experts
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The Best Spray Sunscreens to Spritz All Summer Long, According to Dermatologists

BY JENNY BERG

SHOPPING
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The Best Sunscreens for Mature Skin, According to Dermatologists

BY JENNY BERG
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